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Quilt 
IDUISE PEACOCK 
my grandmother's bearclaw quilt 
covers my bed, hanging soft over the edge 
to brush the hardwood floor. 
the twitches are small and even, eleven 
or thirteen perhaps to an inch, 
pulled tight 
through soft cotton. the cloth 
puckers slightly along the lines 
now the frame is gone. secrets 
twitched into the seams, a winter-full of them 
of dying parent and suckling child 
and the long shadows in the afternoon 
while her hands moved over the white surface 
her rings flashing in the lamplight. 
secrets still as the fears of women 
have always been, kept with bent heads 
and lullabies. 
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